
March 2010   

4th  .  .Classes resume 
 

6th . . . Popcorn 

money/orders due 
 

7th . . . . Popcorn Day 

& Box Top Drawings;  

Camp Timbers 

Meeting for  5th Grade 

Parents 6:00 – 7:00 

p.m. 
 

10-11
th . . . BCPS 

Science Fair at Delta 

Planetarium 

 

14
th . . Burger King 

Night 
 

15th . . . Bucket 

Filler Monthly 

Celebration 
 

16th . . . Spirit Day 

– Shades & Hat Day 
 

20th . . . . Author 

Jonathan Rand visits 

Auburn 4th Grade for 

“Read It Up”  

AND. . . . .  PTO 

Meeting at 6:00pm. 

(Child Care, too.) 

Also . . . Election 

of officers 
 

21st . . . Volunteer 

Appreciation Lunch 

 

23rd . . . . End of Mid 

Marking Period; Fun 

Fair AND  . . . . 
Parent In-put Forms 

Due by 3:45 p.m. 

 

26
th

 . . . NO SCHOOL 

(PD) 
 

28th  . . . Mid-

marking Reports 

home 
 

29th . . .WMS 

Parent Orientation 
 

30
th . . Ident-A-Kid 

Day 
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Mrs. Mary Goedert, Principal 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

From the Principal   
 

Welcome back to school, and happy spring!  I hope you had a wonderful 

vacation, and are ready to head down the home stretch to June 4.   We have two 

full months of school remaining, and every day will present a learning opportunity 

for your child.  We recognize and appreciate all that you do to helping your child 

be the best student he/she can be.  We canõt do it without you! 
 

Spring is bringing lots of news around Auburn.  BCPS administrators will be 

providing administrative coverage during the week of April 5-9 while I am in 

Taiwan.  Each year, the Taiwanese government pays the expenses for 

Superintendents and Principals to attend an educational conference and hire 

Mandarin teachers to work in their school district.  In addition to hiring a  

Mandarin Language instructor for our school district, I will also have a chance to 

share the wonderful experiences we had while hosting the children and staff from 

Hui-Wen Elementary School in January.   
 

As an extension of our Sister School relationship with Hui-Wen Elementary 

School, the art work of Auburn 5th grader, Savannah Hegyi, has been chosen to be 

shown in a juried art exhibition in Taiwan.  The exhibition will feature art work 

from elementary students all over the world.  Congratulation to Savannah, and 

thank you to Mrs. Diane Brown for submitting Savannah's work! 
 

As you may have heard, spring is also bringing news of several retirements 

from Auburn Elementary.  The combined years of educational experience of the 

following educators amounts to 243 years!    I wish the following ladies well, and I 

am looking forward to joining Mrs. Jerry Katzinger, Mrs. Barbara Gerish, Mrs. 

Deborah Hewitt, Mrs. Julie Majeske, Mrs. Irene Maldonado and Mrs. Patricia Hall 

as we close this chapter in our lives.   I am speaking for the ladies when I say,   

òWe will miss you all, but we know we will enjoy ourselves  . . . . . sleeping in, 

doing whatever the day brings, being a free-agent!, visiting grandchildren both near 

and far, traveling, white water rafting, visiting friends, golfing, and/or tutoring . . 

. or as one of them saidé.óIõm going to do whatever I want . . I just donõt know 

what it is yet!ó 
 

Replacements for the teachers will be made according to the Bay City 

Education Association contract, and the final roster of teaching staff will be not 

be determined before school is out.  I expect that our new principal will be named 

after spring break.  
 

Happy spring! 
 

Mrs. Goedert 
 

Mrs. Goedert, Principal 

April 2010 



 
April 2010   
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, Students and Friends of Bay City Public Schools, 

 
Spring has arrived; hopefully we wonôt get more snow though I am sure students would welcome another snow day.  

Certificate of Completion: Recent ly, weôve had a great deal of discussion related to Certificates of 
Completion, which is essentially a state -wide alternative to a diploma.  The rationale is that in certain situations, a 
particular student may not be able to meet the new rigorous Michigan  Merit Curriculum. Some school districts have 
approved it. Weôve decided that, unless mandated, our district does not plan to use this approach. Bottom line ï we 
want our students to obtain diplomas.  

MEAP: The recently released 2009 MEAP scores indicate Ba y City was either at or above State averages in 
most areas. Still, we need to continue to improve.  We are developing or have developed intervention classrooms and 
programs to help students who are struggling in reading and math.    

Presidential Challenge: Central and Western High Schools have entered the Presidentôs nation -wide 
challenge to compete for the President to speak at a high school commencement ceremony this year.   

Financial: As I noted in last monthôs communication, we are looking at a 7-7.5 mi llion dollar reduction for 

2010 -11. The District has taken two significant steps to address our financial issues.  First, we reduced the budget 
$1.6 million mid -year.  Second, 87 school employees are retiring through an incentive program with the possibili ty of 
more if the Governorôs retirement plan is approved yet this year.   

The State revenue estimates still indicate an education funding hole that would put us down by roughly 
$448 per student. If the State approves a budget by June and has a plan in plac e to fund this education hole, we may 
not have to cut nearly as much as being planned.  If the State budget talks, however, drag on into September like 
they have in the past few years, schools will have little choice but to make larger cuts. We are require d to have our 

budget in place by July 1 each year. If anticipated State funding doesnôt materialize and schools are already in 
session, the problem would be much worse. Unfortunately, there comes a point where you cannot avoid visible impact 
on programs an d services at a time when we need to be doing more to help our students achieve.   

Please feel free to contact me at newcombed@bcschools.net  or 671 -8165. I appreciate your interest in your 
studentôs education. 
 
Sincerely, Douglas L. Newcombe  

Interim Superintendent  

    Plans at Auburn for 2010ð2011 School Year 

 

Student Class Placement for 2010-2011 

Forms available in office, Monday, April 5.  Due date: 3:45 Friday, April 23. 

 
Student Placement for 2010-11- Parents wishing to provide input for their child’s 2010-2011 placement will want to pick up a 

Parent Input form in the office from Monday, April 5 through Friday, April 23.    Completed forms are to be 

returned by 3:45 on Friday, April 23.  No exceptions.  Parents making a specific request for a teacher will need 

to list two teachers, and we will do our best to grant one of them.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Attention Auburn K-4th Grade Parents/Guardians 

 
We are beginning to make arrangements for the 2010-2011 school year.  In terms of staffing and supply ordering, it would be 

very helpful to know of the plans you have for your child’s school attendance a for next year.  Also if you have friends or 

family who are coming to Auburn next year, let them know they can register now!   It helps with staffing and supply ordering 

to have accurate numbers for each grade ASAP. 

 

Please complete the form below ONLY if there will be a change in your child(ren’s) attendance for next year.   

 

 __________________________   Grade: ______________           _____________________________  Grade: _______________  

       Name of Student             (next year’s grade)                    Name of Student           next year’s grade)  

    

_____ I am/we are moving.  My/our child(ren) will be attending school in/at: __________________________________________ 

 

_____ I am/we are not sure.  Plans for next year are not definite.  I/we will inform the school if my/our child(ren)  will not be  

           returning to Auburn. 

 

_____ Other (Please explain) ____ _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Signature:  _________________________________________________________________ Date:  __________________________ 

mailto:newcombed@bcschools.net


 
There is no country in the history of the world that has educated its children without involving its families.ó 

 

You are your child’s FIRST reading teacher.  Ways to make your child a reader: 

× Read at home for 20 minutes every day.           

× Show that you care about reading by letting your child SEE YOU read. 

× Visit the Auburn library.  Plan now to join the summer library activities. 

× Read aloud to your child (yes, even the 5
th

 graders!).  Reading aloud to them expands their 

vocabulary! 
 

               Writing in K-1-2:  At Auburn Elementary, children as young as kindergarten -aged have been 

participating in Drop Everything and Write (DEW) and have been writing to an oral prompt at least two days a 

week.  While the kindergarten children and some first grade students began as pre -writ ers and drew pictures to 

explain their thoughts, they are now stretching (or sounding out) words and writing the sounds they hear.  As they 

become better readers and writers, the correct spelling will be part of the writing process.  We think of all of our  

students as authors and are proud of the progress of each and every one of our Auburn authors!  

 
                                        The Ident-A-Kid Program will be at Auburn Elementary on Friday, April 30 th  

                                                 to photograph, fingerprint, weigh and measure participating students.  This program 
provides parents and care givers with a sturdy, laminated card, similar to a driverôs license, that can be carried at all times 

in a purse or wallet.  One card is $8.00 and four cards are $12.00, per child.  
 

An additional feature, NEW FOR 2010 , allows you to receive an electronic version (eKid-ID) of your childôs Ident-A-Kid 
card sent directly to your cell phone.  It is free to those purchasing more than one Ide nt-A-Kid card of the same child.  All 

you need to do is provide your cell phone number and cellular company on the application form!  Forms will be sent 

home soon! If you have any questions please call 810-658-7045 or email kimidk@charter.net  Kim Stoddard, Program 
Director 

Helping Hands Needed and Appreciated 

× Volunteer to pick up two (pre-paid) Rose of Sharon plants at Bay Landscaping and plant them near benches on playground in 

April or May.  See Mrs. Goedert if you can help!  
 

×  By the way . . . . Announcing . . . . . “Spring Clean Up” . . . . . . Saturday, May 22, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. – until 

Noon!    More info to follow! 

 

× Needed:  Plastic Coffee Cans with lids for an art project for Bucket Filling Celebration on April 15th! 

 

 

 

Auburn Elementary Fun Fair - Friday, April 23rd . . .Thank you to all who have sent in their 

donations for our Fun Fair Auction Baskets as well as the many liters of pop.  Your generosity is very much appreciated!   
Auburn Parents always  come through!   
 

Even though our Fun Fair is less than a month away, we are still in need of more items.   We would like to 

extend the time to receive donations towards Classroom Customized Fun Fair Gift Baskets and give you several options ï 
if you are able:  (1) donate towards your childôs classroom basket theme; (2) donate outside of your childôs classroom 

theme; (3) donate outside any of the themes (items to be used for individual auctions).   Anything will be appreciated!  
 

Reminder of themes:   Mrs. Droste:  ñDay at the Beachò, Mrs. Smith ñScream for Ice Creamò, Mrs. Taglauer ñDisney 

Funò, Mrs. Gerish ñCandy Shoppeò, Mrs. Katzinger ñBook/Reading Timeò, Mrs. Samborn ñArts and Craftsò, Mrs. Berg 
ñMovie Nightò, Mrs. Hewitt ñSnack and Teatsò, Mrs. Hitz ñGarden Timeò, Mrs. Dalke ñPicnic Timeò, Mrs. Danek ñLetôs 

Scrapbook!ò, Mrs. Ruffertshofer ñCooking and Bakingò, Mrs. Dillon ñGame Nightò, Mrs. Kokaly ñHair Careò, Mrs. 
Raschenberger ñSports Time!ò Mr. Kyro, ñStationery and Note Cardsò, Mrs. Ode ñCar Washinô Cleanup, Mrs. Zieroff 

ñBeverageTtimeò. 
 

Fun Fair Pre -Ticket Sale :  Deadline to purchase advance tickets is Wednesday, April 7 th   . . . . . (advance 
purchase: 5 for $1.00) ( at the door  - 4 for $1.00) .  Advance tickets  and 5 free tickets will be sent home Wednesday, 
April 22nd). 

Thank you, Fun Fair Committee 

mailto:kimidk@charter.net


 
Reminder from the PTO Cookbook Committee:  Please submit your recipes. Additional forms are available 

in the school office or recipes may be submitted online at www.typensave.com with auburnpto as the group login name 

and chrju as the password. The deadline has been extended to April 23, 2010. Thanks to those of you who have already 

submitted your recipes. This cookbook fundraiser is going to be a great success!  

 
Volunteer Appreciation Day (Wednesday, April 21st) ð To our school volunteers . .We couldnôt 
do it without you.  Invitations to the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon in your honor were sent home on Thursday, March 

25
th
  or mailed to volunteers who do not have children/grandchildren, etc., attending Auburn. 

 

Auburn PTO (Parent/Teacher Organization) Officer Election Time 
 

"The Parent Teacher Organization currently has one vacancy for the 2010-2011 school year.   If you are 

interested or can nominate an excellent candidate for any role please see the attached Officer Nomination 

Form.  There is a great sense of camaraderie and pride among those who help serve our students through 

the Parent Teacher Organization.  Please consider joining us!"  From, Louise Vozniak, PTO President. 

 

Auburn Elementary PTO is preparing a ballot for officers for the 2010 - 2011 school year.  Please submit 

your name or nomination and return it by Friday, April 16th.  Elections will be held at the April 20th   PTO 

meeting. 

DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES: 

 

President (one-year term): Duties:  The President shall be the chief officer of the organization, shall conduct all 

meetings, shall over see any function or project of the organization, and shall work in conjunction with the Building 

Volunteer Coordinator(s) to appoint all the special projects chairperson.  The President shall be custodian of all paper and 

documents belonging to the organization except for those held by the Secretary or Treasurer. 

 

Vice-President (one-year term): Duties:  The Vice-President shall act as an aide to the President and shall serve 

in the Presidentôs absence. 

 

Secretary (one-year term):  Duties:  The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of all the meetings of 

the organization, and shall process all correspondence delegated to him/her. 

 

Treasurer (one-year term):  Duties:  The Treasurer shall keep an accurate account of the receipts, deposits, drafts 

and budget and report the same at each meeting of the organization.  Every draft shall require two signatures to include 

the Treasurer and President or Vice-President. 

 

 ***************************************************************************************** 

AUBURN PTO OFFICER NOMINATION FORM 

Please return to the school office by Friday, April 16, 2010 

 

 

I would like to nominate ____________________________________________for the position of President   

 

I would like to nominate ________________________________________for the position of Vice-President 

 

I would like to nominate ____________________________________________for the position of Secretary 

 

I would like to nominate ____________________________________________for the position of Treasurer 

 

 

              ____ 

Name (Optional)         Date Signed 


